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(Synopsis of Preceding Chapters.)
Kitty Qray, a newspaper woman, finda
halt of a broken coin, which arouses her
euriosity, and leads her to tha principality
Gretzhoffen to plece out the slory sug-
ted hr the inscription

She calls on Count Fréderick, who ate
tempts to detain her. She s rescued by
Roleau, who had shadowed her as the
t‘-olunSa agent, and then had become ler
rlend.

Hrought before King Michasl of Greta-
hoffen, Kitty Gray, mntzum& the obhject
of her visit, is given the other half ot
the broken coln. It bears the words:
**Torture chamber, treasurea of th# King."

Later, fearing that the half coin will be
stolen from her, she sends It back to the
"King by messenger, Kitty overhears o
plot against tha monarch and warns hLim
not to drink any wine at the ball that
evening,

The King remalned sober, frustrating
the plans of Frederiok to start a revolu-
tion. But when the messenger delivered
the package from Kitty to the King the
coin had disappeared. Kitty overhears
Bachlo plotting with another person to
overthrow Gretzhoffen, Indleating that he
has Imercegl.o her wnessenger and ob-
tained the If of the coln she had esent

to_the l{lnfc.

Roleau follows Kitty, saves her from
attack by a stranger. Sachio startied by
the nolse drops the coin. The stranger
seizes it and makes off with Kitty In pur-
suit.  Later Moleau and Fredericx fol-
low her. BShe traces her man te the
band of desert brigands,

Frederick and Holeau save Kitty from
the brigands but Frederick Is captured.
Kitty wsends ald and rescues him. ' She
then goes to Frederick’'s apartments to
Eet the other half of the coin, Bhe Ia
seized there by ngents of Bachlo and led
off while Frederick returns to find both
Roleau and an agent of Sachio in the
houss,

Kitty escapes from Bachlo after a lirlef
imprisonment, and with Roleau goes Tgain
::}nrredurlck'a apartment to recover the

——

CHAPTER XXXIV.
The Trap.
ADEMOISELLE, give it to
me! Let us end all this."
The volce of Count Fred-

erick was agitated. For
once he had met a situation aufficlent
to shake him from hisjealm.

Kitty Gray made no answer, as she

£e

ghrank back, the coin tightly clasped *

in her hand. 8he cast on him a look
8o full of womanly anger as might
have scorched him—an anger now de-
vold of fear. Caged, trapped, left with-
out resource, helpless In the hands of
her enemy, still she scemed deadlier
than that enemy now. B8he wans llke

any weak creature which, finding itself |

cut off from Illberty, grow barren of

fear and full only of desperate resent-
ment,

“Will you not?" The man'a volce had
in it now something almost of Pleading.
Count Frederick felt something of
shame at his own part In this.

Ng!"™ she answered at length, her
own voice low and even, panting out
the words. "No, I will not. Come and
lake it from me [f you dare. You have
done that once, why not again?"

He turned away with a sudden Ees-
ture, hia face red in chagrin over the
Justice of her taunt,
"You remember that?' gald he.
“What remains? Must 1 be yet more
rude with you? It |5 not that I like
the part, Mademoisselle; be sure of
that. It was not myself but my man
who lald hands upon you that other
time."

“He Is atlll your man.
still are willing to persec
and a stranger. You are no better
than he.”

"'Supposc 1 am not, then. Does It
fook as though you would gain much
by defyving me? Come, now. The coin
'8 nothing to you; it ls everything to
me. 1 swear it 18 more than } thonght
it ever wou'!d be. It s life and death
for me, and more than that, Made-
molselle.  Would you stand between
me and an ambition such as that? I
would repay you a hundredfold in any
“way you needed, If you would but lls-
ten to reason. But perhaps a woman
@oes not know the word for reason.”

“No, 1 do not. 1 remember only one
word, and that ls hate for you! When
iy chance comes 1 shall still remems-
ber that. In turn, I will put you be-
hind the bars if ever the opportunity
comes to me. And you ahall stay there
ulwavs for all of me. I hate you!"

Count  Frederick  amlled grimly.
There Is comfort in that word, made-
modselle,'” suld he. ““Hather that Lhan
leaden-eyed Indifference, at lenst. But
as for me, 1 do not hate vou, neither
vm I indifferent toward you. I only—
at least, mademolselle, T try only to
‘hink of the coln and what it mcans
4 et
“1f it belonged to you, monsleny, it
svould have gone to you long ags., It
nit ever owned it vou would own |t
now, '’

A sudden change came over the fuce
of the nobleman as he caught the con-

You vourself
ute a woman

letion In these words. They touched
i him some consclousneas long left
inwakened.
‘What do vou mean?’ he asked, in
low volee. *“"What Is It that you
mean when you say that?”
“Just what 1 have sald This coin
cioves, evades, does It not? It 1a here
vnd there; it was yours and hls, and
- mine ugaln. Always It comes sround
veiidln to me,  Ts it not se? It comas
.0 me agnin. Why Because It knows
+ 15 safe with me, and nowhere o'se!
i+ finds with me llberty, and not tyr-

i1v.ay.  Think you It would find any of
nese things with you?*
What do yYou mean?"”
12 low, intent., fuger.
“Agaln, just what 1
When Frederiek, Count of Gretahnfien,
droepves this coin; when he earns iti
when he galns title by virtue of right
thoughts, and deeds, then perhnps It
will came to him: surely not before.
This eoln,” ehe held it now out hefore
her in hor hand, it will come aventu-
ally 1o that place where it belonga. It
\s szecking for thut place now. The
people really own it Theyv ask iree-
dom  and justkee spd  llberty.  And
now you ask me why [ eling to it: why
1 elings to me. I suppose it Is because
racthing hepels me, compels me to do
«hoat I have done”
l.,:{-,m irdererlek stood gazing st her
tor a time meditatively. “You say that
o me”"' sald he, as though In soliloquy,
‘s you stand there helpless?”
But 1 am not at all hopeless. My
vennle do not despair; we never stop?”
‘Your neople? 1 know llittle of them,
vilemolaerlle. A great people? 1 must
wrn mere of them.”
‘You are learning eomething now,
v vou think 1 fear you? No, even now

His volee still

sald. Liaten!

I dp not. This coln Rives me courage,

ferl 1t burn in my hand. It talks to
me, even now, Hope? Why, yes, | am
Iliged to hope, 1 have escaped from as
diffleult mdventure as this,. My own
crrand 18 gone and past, forgotten long
DRO As vou say, that would not be
iarge enough to induee me to take such
riska. that would not |[nspire me to
such delay sand trouble, such danger,
"ut 1T am here, monsieur; I cannot say
how or why, to see—""

“To see what, mademolselle? What
i+ 11 that you peek?”

"To see fustice done! 1 do not know
why 1 rhould say that, but T do say
| Monsieur nrafersa to stand hetwean
me and thgt ambitlon of my own; he
prefe to keep me hehind bara, He
'acky courage to meet even A& WwWoman
face to face Ho, then, at least you
shall know what I think of yvour man-
linesg For the rest. 1 waft."

And to walt she appeared ready

enough, Indeed, for now she sank down,
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her hand still clenched upon the coin,
and seemed to make no manner of bar-
galn with fate about the situation.
Count Frederick, himself nonplused as
e was as to the ultimate {ssue of this
impasse, yet made the best of it also
as far ag he might,
He turpned to compose himsell to

situation of greater comfort he
80, and about to seat him
lower stalr, something fe om the

ket of his coat; something which he

ad brought with him from his vroom, In
the hove that it had not been observed
there by this woman, It fell now face
upward on the stalr between them, and
he saw that she had seen it. He accepted
the fact, and at first did not attempt to
rlok up the little picture, for It was the
Ittle picture which he had brought with
him_from his room.

“¥You saw, mademolselle?' sald he.
*“I had hoped that you would not."”

“Yen, 1 see It now; I saw It there
ing your room,” answered Kitty con-
temptuously. “You ask why 1 venture
into your apartments now and then,
Have 1 not the right? May I not claim
my own property? I am not familiar
with the laws of Gretzhoffen. Indeed,
it seema to ma there are no laws In
thie land. Not knowing how to re-
plevin my property hy process of law,
what shall I do—walt and lose (t, or
take my own when I find 1t?"

Count Frederick smiled at this,

“You eclalm the coln also by that

MET THEM

{ law?"

sald he. "Very
my picture by that law.
nine points of the law
Wil you trade this
1 U"No,” spitefully.
{ He remained silent for a time, nt
length sighing. “Quite right.”” said he,
! “Neither would I, 1f our positions were
revereed. Nor would 1, things remesin-
ing quite as they are'!"” |
He scanned her face Keenly, and
saw; yea, he saw there a faint color
come to her cheeks. He pleked upo
the little pleture and restored 1t to
his pocket, tapping it lightly, |
“There 18 no bargnin concluded,”
sald he. “So then I suppose we Will
wnalt here until doomsday." ‘

well, I claim
Porsesslon 1a
of any land
for  that?

“Yes," viclously,
“"Agreed, then, mademoisclle. \With
your permiasion, may [ light a cig-
arette? Till doomsdny! 1 would rather
gpend my time here than any place 1 |
know. 1 may look at you freely, and
you cannot well deny me. [ am safe |
from you, unless poison may be con-
veyed in a lookK, and in that case 1 ami
already lost. 1 may call for food and |
drink for us both as need be? Very|
well, let the years pass, [ am content,
Till doomeday, mademolgelle!"

The color deepened on Kitty's cheek
now, and her eves glowed yet more
hotly, but she made no reply,

“1 shall raise the salary of my elec-
trician,"" sald Count Frederick lIghtly,
after a time.

————

CHAPTER XXXV.
New Problems,

Meantime the agencles of the law were
in charge of another situation which bhut
now had arlsen in the destiny of the
dyvnamice Gretzhoffen coln. There had
been murtler done but ngw over this
coln, The ecity was exerting all ita
force usually employed In the preserva-
tion of life and property. Bwiftly a
cordon of troops und of the local gen-

darmerie had been summoned Into ac-
tlon. The exits of the' town were
guarded. The gendarmes filled the
streets near by, some guarding the
crossings, others converging toward the
point of greater Interest, whenve the
alarm had come—the Ritz hotel.

The entire city was alarmed and on
guard. That criminal must act awiftly

who now could hnrﬂ escape. A eap-
‘tatn of one squad of the gendarmes en-
teidd the hotel lteelf and swiftly ap-

proached the desk where stood the man-
ager of the hotel, the clerk, many
of the servants, including the hysterical
mald who frst had brought the news
of the tragedy,

“What Is this,
the officer, as he ap
his qulck eyes glancing over every de-
tall about him. “Remain here, nll of
you, Let no one attempt escape. What
Is this, then?""

“We do not know,
the clerk, who acted
“This muald brings the
clares u man has becn
one of our apartments. We have, as
vou Kknow, our reputation to consld:r,
monsieur le capitalne, Our hotel is Jaw-
abiding. We have been vietlmized if
it appears that any of our guests has
heen of different dispositon from that,

“What room was it, mopsleur?”’

“That belonging to a young Amerlean
woman, a Miss Gray."

“Where 14 she??"

“I do not know, caplain. She
here but now, We did not see her en-
ter, but saw her leave. She and her
mn, come and KO n[tvn—-num.vth}t
mysterlously, a¢ 1 must admit We
'have not felt wholly satistfied for some
time, but we had no lawful excuse to

monsieur 7’ demanided
Fms-:hnd the deslk,
I

captain,” began
A epokesman,
alarm; she de-
found killed In

waos

expel her from the house: she alwnys
pald; all explunations seemed regalar.
We found no ahsolute unseemly aet,

but now." .
“When was she here laat?

“Within the hour, I was about to
|’m<?;\ud who was with her?’
| *“Her man, whom [ have just mem-
' tloned They came in, apparently
{from the country; apparently from|
travel, They came In at the rear en-
\truﬂuv, 80 It seems Roon after her
arrival o gentieman ingulred Tor hep.’

“And where s that gentleman™

The clerk looked about him, Count
Bachlo by this Ume approached
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the door, and would have been glad
enough to pass out. Detalned by the
porter for a time, he now had met the
endarmes, who allowed no one to
eave the place. The captaln ap-
proached him.

“Monsleur, you must joln ua for a
tima,” and led him toward the desk,
where he resumed his questioning of
the lrotel force.

“Is this the gentleman?' he Inquired
of the clerk. The latter nodded.

“TThat did this gentleman say?"

“He asked me where wae the charm-

ing young woman, the American. He
sald he gnd known her before. But,
captain, ‘she Ia well known here by

many., She attended at the king's ball;
she was Introduced by his majesty;
ghe erven danced with his majesty.”

“Charming, The king's friend a
mysterious beauty, a lady who pasaed
here and there. Ah, mademaolselle, the
American, s quite worth our askill!

We peem to have found the woman.
Qo often, na you understand, measleurs,
it {a the woman."

“Where la she, then?" he demanded
of the clerk n moment Iater,

“? do not know. She left here, as 1
have an'd" replied the latter. "‘Hoon

thereafter this maild came with
alarm."

the |
itric hell set off by

“That we cannot say, This mnaid
ilone has seen.'

“"Who was he, then?' The ofticer
turned now to the half-hysterical
womuan.

“1 know nothing,” rejoined the lat-
ter., “He lay there on the floor. There

wag hlood about. He was dead”
“You never saw him before?’
“Never,"
“What wns hils appearance; how was
he dregaed ?

“Do not nak me. 1 do not know. [
faw nothing save that he was dead;
his eyos—"-

“Oh, la! Ia!' Just llke a woman, She
sees nothing; she remembera nothing.
Wel, then, this other woman, perh#fps
she will remember more. Come, lleu-

tenant, filve men!"
CHAPTER XXXVL

Stone Walls Do Not a Prison Make,
Rolenu pguardian of the [ortunes of
his milstresas, had remanesd  at  that
portlon of the palace which
to him most useful as a colgn
tage In wiatching nagainst
He had not heen aware of the qgulel
wilvanece of Count
latter had been gummoned by the elee-
Kitty's presence In

cf van-

“Hnas nanyone else Inquired for the h's own apartments. He knew noth-
young Amerlean lately? Hes acyoene ing of the deviee by which the count
elae been In her apartments? |had mannged to trap the Intruder;

The clerk consldered for an irstant.!

knev nothing of the cause of the long

ROLEAU PERSUADES FREDERICK TO RELEASE KITTY

secmedd
intruslon. .

Frederick when the

1

Ing that his mistress was once more in
some dn?ernto plight, and so tound
himself at length face to face at tne
foot of the stalrease with the Count
Frederick.” who turned to meet him.

“Eh bign. Roleau,” smiled the latter,
“What, Agaln?"’ You are most falthful,
shall | =ay moat Industrious, In the
service of this lady? 1 would you had
been so devoted In my nwn,'

"“As you please, master,’”” replled Ro-

lt}e‘m:‘ with aplomb. ‘“But# where Is
" n'll
“She seems safe,” sald Count Fred-

erlek, coolly, and waved a hand.
Roleauw came front to front agalnst
the iron grille doors which barred egress

for the Inmate ‘of the little prison.
He shook at the bars In frensy ns he
saw her, 8he approached him, her eyes

wide with Joy at his coming.

“Bo then, this was why!" cried Ro-
lenu, "'Open this gate, 1 say.'” In his
pasalon he forgot his own position and
turned on his master, ordering him aa
though Count Frederlek himself were
the servant in this place.-

Hut Count Frederick was not so un-4
mindful of the values existing In hias
own household, He frowned as he an-
Bwered:

“Moleau, yon will yet exhauat my
patlencg. Thia Is my home, | have had

almost enough of your running back
and forth In It as you llke, This |s
the last time, Oul of here, you fel-
low,"

KITTY AND FREDERICK.

WERE, HELD

|

, of

| aflicers

‘they come,

L my

|

|
\

JOne other, mansteur lo C“F’Il“l'1°°1s'.‘01wn on the part of Kitty, whom he|

Y!.G - had left glone !n the count’s apart-
“Who—when was it7 ' ments, Time passod; It geemed ta him
A gentleman whoae name 1 disllke (hat too much time had passcd. Holeau

to speak in publie, o beramo unoensy Momentarlly he ex-
wgpoak; It is the law. pected some alarm.

. ery !m-ll. then, it was .\Im-ml_eur 10| A3 for the attendants of the paluce

Counte Frederick of Gretzhoffen.” Iteelf, no wlbhrm came from them. In
“Bo, he ulav had something to do with yruth' they all were In the front part

this young

woman?"
The elerk luld w finger to his

lipn,

of the hullding, grouped near the gregt
wilows or the stroot deor, whither

an: If to Indleate ellenco, and beckoned they hud been oalled Ly cortaln wlurms,
;‘]: l?:ral:i“ aslde.  But the latter shook Ty hnd seen hurrying troops, had
! ‘u " heard the challenge of the officera of
“ .'lllkl' moe to the room, sald he. | thy jaw. The challenge came closer
We will see what we cun learn there,” ) ' f me arch-
" i to them, A ltle group of men fare
BHut stuy, he added en Instant ing hurrledly, men In unlform, now
cr. “Walt for one moment. Guard | i ! . 'd T
later Wal o 0 . ard | gacended the great stalrs, A loud rap-
the stailrs and all the exits, men. Keep | Ulige came at the doors of Count Frad-
the room Just us It de until we canlerick'y polace. “Open, in the name of
fnd al! the parties who have entered |yhe king!* cat ST
¥ the king!" came the summons,
the room. We  will confront them| The = terrifled. lacking the
there with the evidence of the crime,! M* ""”“"w; i pe ""f
and wateh whet they do." ;;l"”!.ll-inll “1r| 1t.n:lr insler, ncil' .no:'--
iy y | ing where that master was, Kknew no
Now, the young woman, which way {olternutlve but to obey, The door was
dld she go, think you? Where will wa openeil The cubtain’ of gendarmes
be most apt to find her? Quick, mun!|, g Lia squad entered. ;
we lose lime. ) “The masier of thiz plece” he de-
How can I tell, captain?’ rejoined | pinded of the men who mel him.
the clerk. “They go, they tuke & car, |- wiere is he? Is he at home?"
Lhey disappesr. | do not know where. | ywo g pot khow,” stammered the
Think you I would have allowed her{,n,icr qoma, the tirst to speak.
'I':?'I.IBEE' had 1 suspecled anything ol “1ow ]ul’l}:| since ho vwus l.u'h-'.' Qujek
gty . m x now, man, do you hear me?"
herl!‘lf.! Count I'rederick, when was he| w\oihin the hour, yes, monsieur. I2ut
3 ' Tl { the ( nt ¥Frad-
“Ah, that was before the relurn of :_SL,.:;“[ ‘l‘iu"‘&;.ll,‘.j (:-u il goes u'{\-hl-‘;; l,._i
the young wornian from an abBence of |y, 1o oo i ity =]
several days.' ik ophy it i
AW : i our auenition,. We wanRt your
Was he invited?" ster. the Count Freder:ck. T har
o sler. 1 x LU 1 cRarg
_The'* clerk shrugeed his  shoutders, | [1O81r: the Count Freder.ck, The charie
ll:mla_”:g woman,” sald he. How cun he \ (@ . 'nust gearch this house.™
M v - » * ¥ |3 &
""I'fhll 3 true'’ e .'.Itl‘{.'nl.._r L.“.I-.l‘-|‘|l11"l.‘\:ff"| 1[:‘,‘;1["':}."‘:::
| cleertainly he could not have come \;-'u-lnli‘- ';1\.-' \n.-JlII“unS\-L- r any summona of
wmd we any susplelon of ., But he | f e xehe
wus here apparently unider cover of ‘\\hlrllhll?]-thl‘l;:rl”"' gearch lils palace, we
the Jaw. He sclaimod the right o | WOId not care. = Ganm |
fearch for something in that room in my:l'.."’ f0? We shull see. Guard him,
the nama of the kKing.” x o _ A
“And whal we now seek 18 proof .\!.t.ﬂ while ‘t\\.}lu .r._; _h!r.- rl.lln"::l'-.l.l.. :.: ”."‘
of whut he sought.' :.--r\ anta in the |1- .\u\_ II‘.t t '--'. 1.. l..nll"",
“Do not usk me,”’ rejoined the clepk, | 1he others :‘_"l 4 “.II ORI L JEans
weartedly.  “We are wholly disturbed mes, staried "‘"_!.'_I" ¥ L stulr to-
by this. Qur hotal has for Years boeen d the interior " "“',T'_ .I.r.l here-
known as the hotel of respectiab: ity fore Lthey approdd ,.1|-1 '..I ,}-w o of
We have never wittingly covereld with [F'h:“[, whao h"'_l arasionc _l ”f:”'” In
our roof any character to whom the | L hallway I“I"'”' the stalr reached the
leust suspicion coulid attach.” Hrot enlrcsol
“Hut v Buyv the ('ount Frederick on o cal ANt KeNEe {f what
was in her room?  Thut I8 surc? wnas roming . Baw the men approach-
The clerk nodded, ing, annd ddnrted back ta whera hia mis-
“Then wo musk tnd also the Count | tress, whose long delay he could not
Prederiek.” understand. He hurrled awifty, on tip-
The offticer  turned o his  men {toe, along the halls he knew &5 wall
“Thoze of you who remain,” he siid | and naturally wiet no opposition He
“will guard all these whoam we have | resched the donpe of the room where he
quostioned here Prevent all trom | hed  left Witty, glanced within, and®
leaving Il'nl hotel, T must g0 to tind | found the room empty He turned this
the Count Frederviek himself and bring | way and that, not Knowing what te do
him  here IFerhupa through him we|and fenring to turn back toward the
may Hnd something of i whieres | maln stalewaey, pazsca deeper to e
nhouls of the young woman hevselr, | rear.
fimeer we find her w -‘Ihn\"- tound the Al at onee he heard the volice of
solution of this erime iKitiv, tand and elenr:. “Roleau! Roleau!
"\-'li_hn was the vietlm?' h¢ Cemand-] A mol: Vile' Vite!'"
ed of the clerk.

Me bastcued on down the hall, know«

| will they do?

“In It e0?" grinned Roleau savagely,
his own mind upon the maln situation
menace to his mistress. “There are

which even matters quickly,

But us for this, 1 won't argue
It 18 your own safety demands
Listen, the men are coming—the
don't ye hear them?"

“Who are co
“The eendary

things
naster
10w
1t

ming.

nes,  There is a charge
murder,  They are after you, they
cutning to scarch thig hnuse. If
find you with her, trapped, what
Crpen, maeter, qulekly, 1
It 18 for the sake of her

#*

Le
o e

they

heg of you.
uhd rourself.”
“What do you

mean, mai de-
manded the count.

“On what charge do
by what right do they enter
house

"1 heard them call something about a
charge of murder, master. They have
your menas below, helpless, arrested.
They did not find me, Quick, we are
ruined if they find us here.”

“I do not run” sald Count Freder-
ick, slowly. “If there is such a charge
as this, certainly we shall meet it, for
it I8 our purposa as well as theirs to
lind who are guilty,

“"Come now,” he turned to Kitty an
he drew the key of the lock from his
pocket, “you have once more, by vir-
tue of this exigency. mademotselle,
conquered me! [ must set you free
for 4 tlme. Fate scems to fight wi
you, Later we will resume our argu-
ment, but now 1 think what Roleau
sgys has justles in it. We must not be
tound here thus."

e Mlung open the iron grille, Kitty
sprang down the steps, clung to the
arm of Roleau, A flush came to Count
Frederick's face as he saw how she
avolded bimaelf. There was, however
no time for further speech. The sound
of rapld footfalls came down the hall.
‘The captain of gendarmes and his men
were at the door.

“Messleurs, welcome!” sajld Count
I'rederick. “But why are you here?"

“Mongieur le comte, we ask pardon
for the Intrusfon, but we must nsk you
to Join us,” replied the officer. He was
Impressed by the calm dignity of Count
¥rederick, as had been more than one
man before his time.

“I'or what reason do you desire our
company, monsleur eaptain? Is there
nny charge agalnst us?™*

“There 1s a churge of great severity
fo be lnld against someone, monsieur
le comte. We ask your ald to deter-
mine who that one may be., This young
waomun, who lg she?" :

“1 am Mlss Kitty Gray of Amarfea,”
answered the object of hila suspleion.
“This 13 my servant, Rolesu. Who nare

you?"

“"We arve gf the imperial police, made-
molaslle, our residence ia at the
Hotel Ritz, Is it not?

“Yen, and why not?
there now."

I am returning

“Cluite right, mademoiselle, but with
us."'

“With you., why?"

“Tecause, mademolselle, it |s vou
whom we geek more than any other.

A murder hna been done in yvour voom
rt the Ritz Hotel, Naturally somenna
under suspielon. Let me eaution
hoth you nnd Count Frederlek not to
reak, What you say may he used as
ovidenve."

Count Frederick turned suddenly to-
ward Kitty, & warning In hiz eves. She
staod, therefors, silent, looking nt the
mnn,

“1 owill ea
length
Faurd."

Butddenly n tide of anver seemed in
ri=e In the soul of t“e nobleman as he
pontemplated the possible consequences
of th's situatien

“What do you mean,
manded of the captain

i

with ¥ou." said she nt
"Of course, all thia is perfectly

Er?™ he de-
AR for me, 1

go, of eourge, beeause It is nathing.
fBut 1 have the authority to demand
freadom for all my people, all ‘my
family., Here are two, this man and

mudemaisaelle,”
“Indeed,"” smiled the
“1 have snid f1!"
She I8 under your protection, mon-
sleur le comte?
*Ye¢s' Count Frederick's voire wap
quiet, and he faced the officer Armly.

raptain,

| . Florence Rittenhouse,

l

*I have just sald that—under my own
protection.”

“l de not pretend to try any cauas,
the least serious, monsieur le comta,”
teplted the captain of gendarmes, “It
is for me but Lo eollect the avidenco,
to apprehend those who carry with
them tertimony of poasible Interest,
It wae sald, and from what you men-
tion now, it may be true, that you
were in this woman’'s room at the
Haotel Ritg not so long ago. 1 do not
preterd to ask. But a murder has
heen done there, g0 1 must ank you to
explain. 1 but Ao my duty, as surely
you must see, monsieur le comte.”

Th% nobleman turned toward Kitty,
his gare trouhled. He waw her stand-
ing pale, troubled, anxious. indeed
terrified, but not guilty. “No,” he sald
to himeelf, “gullt ls not for her In
any cere.'”

“Maflemaselle I8 In no case respon-
#ible for any of this" sald he to the
officar. ®AVe will all go with you and
conclude this matter as guickly as
possible. We must be released at
once from detention.’”

The officer turned, beckoning tn
them to follow him, “You, too,” he
udded, turning to Rolean, and touched
his arm. :

*('h, to be convenable,” sald Roleau,
grirning. "

“Let me warn you this is no jest,
refnined the officer. "It ia not our
busriness to protect you, only to pro-
tert the Interests of the law. This is
n bad business, I'll he pworn to that
raveell. Come." '

They ndvanced now through the
great hall, down the wide stair and
heyvoud the great outer doors of Count
Frederlek's palace, The count him-
self wnlked comnposed, his hande be-
hine his back, clasping the walking
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siick<which he haAd selected in his
hall ns he took his hat. Kitty and
Roleau followed a tittle at one side,
The captain of pi-mdnrm-u Tr"edm!
them. Gthers of the sqund followed,
“Mon dieu!" commented the majnr
domo, an they parscd him. “"What Is
It all about? 1 have wondered about

the maerter's Infatuation for this
womean, Who & ahe?’
Anather put u finger to his lip. *It

1a the mester'a businesa with all such.
He hne nevar forbidden her to come,
nor asked her, =0 far as 1 know. But
she come. e knows.

The major domo turned and shrug-
ked his shoulders, “No longer does
anyonc know anythineg, Something s
wrong. T 4o not know what. But be
sure, Count Fredeijel of Gretzhoffen
wlll ndaure no insult from any of this
canaills

The little group paseed along the walk
to the open curb of the street, It was
Roleau who hesitated here, addressing
the captain of the gandarmes.

“"Monsleur captain,” sgaid he, "1 ses
that you guard all the escapes possihle
to any gullty man. You will therefore
allcw me to elep to the corner to sume-
mon a carrlage for these two excel-
lenclies?"”

The captain of gendarmes hesitated for
a half instant, frowned, and then nod-
ded.

“Naturally, you only do your duly,
mongleur captain,’” suggested Raoleau,
“put excellencles like these must not
walk. Excuse me, then?!

Those who lingered for an Instant saw
Roleau walk lelsurely toward the cor-
ner, rulse his hand as though In a sig-
nal, and then break into a run.

(Contim;;d 'i'o_mormw.)
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Twiz-tkling Stars and a
Sateliite or Two

By GARDNER MACK.

Home coming week would he the ap-
propriate title for {nauguration of the
new Poll senson. With A. H. Van
Buren, Mark Kent and Russell Fillmore
heading the company, there wlil be
friends of the old and the later stock
organizations on hand to give welcome.
Of course, there are to he several new
people to look over and spprove, hut
the maln attraction to the tisater wil)
be old favorites and Just a teeny
of curiosity to kee nil of the mysterious
things that Manager Cone has been do-
ing to the thester during the past four
weeks and about which he s keeping
stolidly quliet In as many as seven dif-
ferent languages.

It would be A *ery difficuit thing to

Cbright young man who la delng it

bit !

attempt an origin:l deecription of Van |

Buren or Kent of Millinure—most

of

the things which people say aboutl ac-

tors who enjoy the unusual

this tric has honestly earned Lave been

opuiarity |

sald so many times In connectiun with'

them that the language has lwc:n worn
threadbare. About the newcuoaera one
inight dilate at length, however.
the new lead-
ing woman, General Manager ‘ihatcher
gays Is the beat leading woman In Amer-
fea—and the prettiest. Up-to-date
Thatcher and Dick Buhler are tne only
people among the Poll patrons who Liave
scen her, and Dick agrees with Thatcher
with enthuslaam

Blanche Friderica. who is to be the
character woman, was scen here with
(GGuy Bates Post lsst senson, and Mark
Kent, for whom she hasa been plaviae
in Portland, Me, recently, declares she
is the heat he hae ever secen. I'eggy Cam-

| eron, the new ingenue Is desorilaed with

rapturous verbiage by young men pnd
women who have seen her elsewhers
and Raymond Walburn is equally weil
recommended.

The sale of seats for the onening ek
will begin tomorrow morning at 4
o'clock. The first performence Wil he
on Monday night, August & Lut there-

after there will be dally matinees {n-
cluding Monday. Tomorrow marnins a
score of electriclans  will  berin  the

crection of the large $1,79 eiccirle sien
which it 18 promised will dominnte every
other {lluminativn on Pennsyivania ave-
nue.

A feature of Lhe Arst matinee to be
given Tuesday, Augzust 81, will be the
distribution of snuvealr aibums contain-
ing photographs of . Van Buren
in hix most guccessful roles,

Years ago vhen the
Yorker's idea of the slx or gaven best
things In Wushingies were leaving on
schedule from the old station at bixth
and B streets nor’liwest, the police re-
porter of a certaln locnl newspaper was
supposed to drap l1 at the baggage
room every evening about this time of
the venr and note the sroount of bag-
gage plled up from Incoming trains
When the piles reached the celling he
was required to neti‘y the eity editor
whao weuld send a photogropher to
make a picture and the antual etiry an-
nounciis the end of the vacation sen-
son and ghowing the plles ¢! returning

travellers’ baggoge to prove I, W a'd
be writien for the paper, ThHAU wac In
the erude days of long age. Now It 1a
the Auty of the drematie el or to look
in nt the Beles '3 Thenter olfice cvery
day or two, When Manager L. Stod-
dard Tayvlor voiurns te the eity the

vacation periad Is over
1. Stoddard Tayior has returned!
Having thus performed the annual
task !t mizght he mentloned that Man-
ager Tuyler has returned wearing the
widest semlle over a larger section of
tanned face than Manager Taylor ever
exhibited In Washington before. The
tan and the additions to the face nare
the result of a very pleasant and healtih
giving vaentlon In Maine But the
rmile 18 vhat Whitman Osgood would
cenll an “extroordinary stellar Inclusion
direet from a trivmphant and epoch-
making =coiojurn In the metropolia of
Lrjght lghte'" It is just thet,  Tipon-
ning in ut the Shuberts’ offices In New
York on his war baek to Washirzton
Manager Tavior was glven a nf
some nf the ntiractiona hia o' enlerts
during the coming season. I'ere i
way the list reads:
For the month of
Andraes Dipnle wres t
week of Septemher s Beptember 1.
“The On'v Girl," hy Victor Herbert nndd
Henry Blosgom, which ran mort nf last
spasen in New Yark: Soptember 70,
clal farewe)]l visit of “"Peg o' )

Soamtpmhe-:
1135, tlournams

onee:

|

average New |

senger.’” Tavlor Holmes In “Mr Myd's
Mystery:" Wil Hodge In “The Rosa
lapp ness)”” Grace George in o new
pley, Wilitara Eliet in a new, play, and
others,

Foar the first time in the history of the
District the theater is being made very
much a part of the lves of the people,
and Manager Roland IRRobbins 18 Slhe

Y-
eral thines this season the Keith man-
ager nas practically turned his theater
over (o interests outsgide the amuse-
ment buslness for the purpose of em-

pnasizing the importance of some big
public movement, LDonation week he
gave the theater to the commitiee In
charge and utilized onc or two of the
actors to get donations, Then came
“War Briaes aud tne peace  propa-
ganda, “MIk' and the better baby

campaign, and finally lust weel the Red
Cross life-saving praachiments.

Shortly Mr. Robbins propos=es to stage
a “Safety First” act us a part of hils
program, and the list is wide open for
other enterprising social service con-
cerns. The people wiho go to the theater
bave shown the Kecjost sort of interest
in the things that huve thus far been
explofted, and the people interested in
those things arce {vaeuted to Hohblns'
idrw of having tue theater enter the
life of the pecple of s clty for & muca
mor intelligeni cor eption of what they
ere trying to do than has ever before
been given.

Bore of ¢ 1 rullosaphers who
drew wors, *olutts of truth un the
nude < vory ol that they beat ull ve
WOord ;¢ o s wiao make a living by
the provess ta the vashier's window or
ks novesgury  for ua to drape
QUoe o nnarks  apout  our . meal

these old philoso-
phers decutra) that “aere |8 nothing so
LOilinstous ps chec fulneas, That noth-
Jder circulntion than a pleas-
i the orizinual issue
printed ou tihe fuce of o babe. A
rers.n whon will ginlle just as an ex-

LICHL B =500
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periment will fregquently find a lot of
hongs to ecauze a accond amile. It
voegn't require practice at all,  The

things keoep cropping up. Just a few
weells Ao we wirote our original screed
nloul seing optimistie with relation to
the next theatmical season, And we
had Jus. a little bit of fact to go on—
on.y the teen.cst bit. And then came
tee pnnmouncement from the Frohman
ofifces to make us feel that our iden
was rizht.

Nowfcomes David Belasco with his
bunch of Jjoyful anticipation for the
& A/RON. Anvone who has met My
Helasco Betore the production of a play
knows just what an all around, Greco-
Homan nnticipator he i{s. The shorter
the time geta for the production tae
more different kinds of antleipation ean
surge threugh the Belasco =ystem
And Mr. Belaseo ls bringing his full
forty-horsepower opt nuem to bear on
the outlook for the present souson.

The season will atart for him with 2

bang at the Belasca Theater in aew
York, Tucsday evening, when he pro-
duces ““The Boomerapg™ for the firet
time in the metropol's “The Boo -
rang.'* it must be remembered, is the
Cecomedy which was produced In Hiiti-

'moare during the latter part of Inst so.

rpe- |

son.  Arthur Byron, Martha Hedma
Wallave BEddinger, Billy long, Rt
Shepler Darasthy Megrue, and seve
others of note appear n the ra
Franc s starr will take “Marlie Odile’
on the rond early in September, and
'ater in the season will be furnished

wth a brand-pew play, a modern ¢ome-
edy by T. Wigney Percival and Horaga
Haodges, the authors of "Grumpy.'”

“The Laughter of Foole hy 11 ¥
Maitby, which has had a London pro-
duction. g one of the new plavse Mr
Fetasen will praduce The sgtatemen
has been given considerable publicity
that David Warfield will appear In this
pias My, Belas ‘n states, howeveyp, tha!
he s vwrliting a new play for Mr. War-
fle!ld. vwhivh 18 an adaptation” of ""The
T vl o play of Russian enurt life.

“The Love Thought,” which was
tried vt 2ot searon. wi'll he glven rn-
o' nroductlon. The Belasco nfiices
n! Fave vn kand new playa by tivarg
Midetotan, Frank Mamdel, Mrs. Wilson
Weodrow, and Archibald Feasions, and!
a poetie plny by Maurice V. Bamuiels
focie time last seacan there were rumors

{th perhayps—nceenting  the perhapa
| Just the el ghoest bit—Mrs. Leslle Carter
wiouldl asaln appear under the ayeplees
of lirr Unecle Idavid., But the Belasos
anpotinecment s silent an to this-—or

September 27, E 1. Sothern, In “Th2
Two Virtues'

During the remainder of Lhe season
the attractions il include the San
Curloa Opera Company. in Octaber
Granville Barker's production of “An-
droc'es and the Lion™ and 'he Man
Who Married a Thamb Wife:" A Mol
ann Eve,"” Doris Keane in""NMomance " " A
‘-’;nlr ot Bilk Stockings;” Phyllle No lant

Torry snd the all-star cast In “Trillin

Al Jolgon In “Dancing Around;™ David
Warfleld In 0 new play by Liewhl e
lasec: Willam  Favergham In "“The
Hawk::"” (duy Butes Teort ‘n “Omar the
Tent Malker:” Willlain Fllint in "1ixpe
r'eace;” “The Pnssing fhow of 50"
“Muid in Amerlen ' “Tonigat's the

Night;" Francea Siarr 'n arle OV g

Lowia Mann In “The hibble;" “ifands
p: “The RBlue Parvac'se.” “At lLst
Alope," Joteph Santley In “All Owver
Town:" "“A Full Houvie!" ‘Sinners;"

Walker Whiteslde In “The Ragged Mes-

fort Wendell Phil'lps Dodge dldn ¢
think of 11 when he wrote the seasnn's
uroEpectus

Max Rabinoff, mannger of Paviewa
ir¢haged the entlre equipment

hns | of
e Beston Opera Company, which s to
he wred By ths coripany supporting the
dancer, A number of grand opera stars

1 v Yeon engaced for the season, and
lown performances will prae-
he grand opcra,

)0 Pa

Ny

Manaver TFred Berger, of the Colum-
bia Theater, 15 making ready for what
hWe belleves will be the maost Joyous va-
ertton of his corcer.  WitH his little
grondddaughter and Mrs. RBerger., he will
o inin Lthe Virginia woods, whers thepe
et n theater, o motion pleture, n
rhovograph, or 4 newspaper. or any-
thing that suggests metrorolitan life,

and he intends to stay there until the
reaular season opens at the Columbla,




